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Caribbean-American Political Action Committee (C-PAC) 

District of Columbia – 2020 Candidate Questionnaire 

 
Please return the completed form via email to cpac.dmv@gmail.com by 11:59 p.m. on Thursday, March 

5, 2020.  Responses will be shared with C-PAC’s membership. 

 

Office Sought: DC Council, Ward 2 

Candidate’s Name: John Fanning  

Current Occupation: Leave of absence: Compliance Officer, Department of Small and Local 

Business Development 

Party: Democrat 

Campaign contact information (Address, Phone, Fax, Email, Website):  

Fanning for Ward 2 

1418 14th Street NW 

Washington, DC 20005 

202-540-0790 (Phone) 

Fanningforward2@gmail.com 

www.Fanningforward2.com 

Twitter: @fanning_2 

****************************************************************************** 

1. What specific actions will you take to improve the well-being of your constituents and improve 

District services and access for all residents? 

Every Ward 2 resident should be able to rely on responsive and effective 

constituent services. During my 12 years as an ANC Commissioner and my 20 

years of service, under five previous Mayors, in the Mayor’s office of 

Community Relations, I have made Ward 2 residents and businesses my priority.  

I will leverage my relationships with government agencies to provide the best 

level of service for Ward 2 residents. As the next Ward 2 Councilmember, I will: 

• Respond to all constituent services requests within 24 hours and follow up 

directly with agency directors to ensure timely responses to service requests. 

• Convene a citizen’s summit at the convention center, organized by 

neighborhood to inform me of resident concerns, vision for their 

neighborhood and Ward, and to set legislative priorities for my term in office. 

• Conduct frequent neighborhood walk-throughs with members of the 

community and the appropriate District agencies. 

mailto:cpac.dmv@gmail.com
mailto:Fanningforward2@gmail.com
http://www.fanningforward2.com/
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• When elected to office, my entire Council staff will have the constituent 

service responsibilities and will frequently be out in the community 

addressing constituent concerns. 

• Send out regular newsletter summarizing my activities in the Ward, legislative 

issues on the Council and upcoming Ward 2 events. 

• Regularly attend ANC and community meetings to hear concerns and share 

updates directly with residents. 

• Meet with Ward 2 ANC Chairs quarterly and convene a meeting of all Ward 

2 ANC Commissioners twice a year. 

2. During recent legislative sessions, the D.C. Council advanced B23-0201, a bill to establish a 

District of Columbia Office of Caribbean Affairs (OCA), which is a long-standing priority of 

the Caribbean-American Community.  Please explain your position on this legislation and 

whether you will support efforts to staff and fund the proposed office? 

 

YES! I would support the creation of an Office of Caribbean Affairs. Having 

advocates is a good, but it cannot replace the advocacy that will only come from 

having a seat at the table; there is an old saying, “if you’re not at the table, then 

you’re on the menu” 
  

3. What initiatives did you lead or support that impact Washington, D.C.’s Caribbean-American 

community? 

When the City, until 2011, held its annual Caribbean Parade on Georgia 

Avenue, I would often be assigned to assists with the City’s preparations for the 

parade.  I would coordinate with DDOT, MPD and DPW to ensure that each 

parade was as safe and enjoyable to the public. I had the pleasure of performing 

these duties no less than seven times during my career working in the Mayor’s 

Office of Community Relations.  I would work with the Caribbean-American 

community to bring back the parade to Georgia Avenue. I know that funding 

was also an issue for the Caribbean parade and the District should assist with 

funding. 

4. Are you familiar with the status and impact of Caribbean-American owned businesses in your 

community and throughout Washington, D.C.?  How will you support the viability and 
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competitiveness of the City’s small, minority, veteran, women, and especially Caribbean-

owned businesses?  In addition, how will you improve procurement and contract opportunities 

for these businesses? 

Yes. think the actions we need to take to support and grow our Caribbean 

businesses should include establishing an Office of Caribbean Affairs. I would 

create a small business liaison unit within DCRA that would assist small 

businesses from the Caribbean and Latino community. This would lead to 

specialized services making business regulations easier to understand, speeding 

up business applications and paperwork, and assisting small businesses with 

grant applications that are available for façade and capital improvement 

projects. There are several grants available to small businesses, but often 

business owners either don’t know about them or know how to apply for them.  

I would advocate for similar units to be created within our Main Streets 

programs and the Department of Small and Local Business Development to 

make sure that we provide the resources available to the Caribbean business 

community that they need to thrive. 

5. There are increased concerns regarding violence – especially gun violence – in many parts of 

the District.  What are your proposals to address and stem violence with 21st century tools and 

policies? 

I would adopt Attorney General Karl Racine’s Cure the Streets approach to 

reducing violence and crime.  I would advocate for increasing the District’s 

public safety budget to expand this concept to be applied city-wide.  

I would also embrace community policing strategies and eliminate the practice 

of stop-and-frisk. I supported the passage of the NEAR Act and was appalled 

with the recent release of MPD’s stop-and-frisk data.  The racial disparity in the 

number of people of color that have been stopped by the police is just another 

form of racial profiling.  I would like MPD to also collect data regarding the race 

of the officers conducting stops.  If elected to the Council, I would require MPD 

officers to have cultural competence and diversity training and certification every 

2 years. 

6. How do you propose increasing access to safe, quality, affordable mental and physical health 

care and services throughout the District of Columbia? 
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This is a difficult question to answer, and it is one of the reasons that I would 

serve on the Human Services committee when I am elected to the Council. In 

Ward 2 we have a significant homeless population. I know that we have 

services, but the issue is can we connect the people that are most in need to the 

services the city offers.  I believe that the City can and needs to do a much 

better job of outreach when it comes to meeting people’s mental health needs.  

DC has among the highest rates of infant and maternal mortality during birth. 

According to Centers for Disease Control data, an average of about 39 women 

per 100,000 live births died in D.C. of causes related to pregnancies and black 

women are more than three times more likely to die of pregnancy-related causes 

than white women. These disparities in health are further exacerbated by the 

closure of the labor and delivery unit at United Medical Center in Southeast 

D.C., leaving families in Wards 7 and 8 without a place to give birth, receive 

prenatal care, or emergency services during a pregnancy. In addition to fully 

implementing Birth to Three for All DC, I would also advocate for using our 

budget surplus to accelerate the timeline for building a high-quality healthcare 

facility for residents living in Wards 7 and 8. 

7. Unfortunately, the challenges and concerns facing immigrants are increasing at an alarming 

rate.  Do you support comprehensive immigration reform?  How do you propose addressing 

the challenges facing DREAMers, the administration’s suspension of temporary protective 

status for many D.C. residents, and the constant threats facing sanctuary cities? 

Where the District does have power and where it can make a difference is to 

help expand and provide legal resources for those needing help with their 

temporary protective status. Many DREAMers and immigrants may not know 

what legal protections exist for them, or if they have protections at all. We need 

to fund and expand free legal services necessary to protect our neighbors from 

discrimination. This includes establishing safe places where immigrants have 

access to the legal expertise that can establish residency and protect them and 

their rights in the future.    

8. There is growing attention and distress about the significant increase in lawsuits filed against 

District residents by debt collectors over the last few years.  What is your position on the Debt 

Buying Limitation Amendment Act, which is pending before the D.C. Council’s Committee 

on Business and Economic Development and the Council’s Committee of the Whole? 
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I agree with the legislation that reintroduced by Ward 3 Councilmember Mary 

Cheh. One out of three adults have some form of debt that is eligible for debt 

collection and the tactics used by some collection companies should be 

regulated. Additionally, I believe that collection companies that want to operate 

in the District of Columbia should have to obtain a license. To often 

unsuspecting consumers are being contacted by scam artists trying to collect on 

debts that don’t exist, or legitimate collection agencies trying to collect on 

zombie debts, debts that are passed the limitations of collections.  To protect 

consumers, I believe debt collection practices need to by carefully regulated in 

order to reduce harassment, intimidation or threatening tactics used by some 

companies.  

9. What concrete steps will you take to improve the District of Columbia’s Public School system 

– including facilities and equipment, teacher treatment, relationships with parents, as well as 

education standards and test scores in all wards of the City? 

Increases in the District’s 2019 National Assessment of Educational Progress 

(NAEP) scores show that when it comes to education, the District continues to 

move in the right direction. Despite outperforming every other urban school 

district in the nation, more needs to be done to close the achievement gap among 

District students. As an ANC Commissioner and Chair of ANC 2F I was happy 

to pass a resolution in support of Birth to Three legislation. I have always been a 

strong supporter of education and I worked tirelessly with community to save 

Garrison Elementary School from being closed when the school was under 

enrolled in 2013.  Today, Garrison Elementary School had the largest increase in 

English Language Arts (ELA) scores in the entire city.  As your Ward 2 

councilmember, I will continue to fight for DC students and families to make 

sure they have the resources that they need to be successful. To better serve our 

DCPS and Charter school students, I will: 

  

• Secure resources to fully fund the District’s Zero to Three early-childhood 

education programs. 

• Commit to ensuring that every child in the District can read on a 3rd grade 

level by the time they complete 3rd grade. 

about:blank
about:blank
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• Explore every option to build a middle school in Ward 2. 

• Support the expansion of school-based mental health services and 

treatment for early childhood trauma. 

• Advocate for appropriate levels of funding for all students in Ward 2. 

• Provide the necessary oversight to ensure that funds allocated for student 

learning and support are actually spent on those functions. 

10. In Washington, D.C., many seniors seek to age in their homes and/or communities.  What 

efforts will you take to improve service accessibility, support for families, and the quality of 

programs offered to the City’s senior citizens? 

Our seniors are one of our City’s most precious and valuable resource; seniors 

contribute to the vibrancy of our neighborhoods, just as much as our shops and 

restaurants.  Ward 2 seniors are among the most engaged and informed residents 

in our city, their willingness to share their life's experiences makes them pillars 

of our community.  As chair of ANC2F, I’ve been honored to work as a 

champion for improving the quality of life for these cherished residents.  

Supporting our seniors ensures that they will continuing living our 

neighborhoods and continue to be a vital part of our city. 

 

I will advocate to provide more resources and support for our seniors and help 

them age in place, I am committed to:  

• Making the District More Affordable for Seniors  

o Introduce the Senior Retirement Income and Pension Tax Reduction 

Act to increase the standard deduction from $12,000 to $20,000; to 

provide tax relief for Seniors so they can keep more of their retirement 

income 

o Increase the qualifying total federal adjusted gross income for the 

senior homestead deduction from $130,550 to $250,000. 

o For seniors who apply for the homestead deduction after the 

qualifying age 65, authorize them to receive a tax refund for each year 

they have overpaid. 

o Freezing property taxes for seniors on fixed incomes from future tax 

increases.  
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• Encourage the development of affordable age-friendly housing, as well as 

buildings housing senior services, within close proximity of public transit 

o Work with faith-based organization to develop underutilized surface 

parking lots to build affordable senior housing 

o Secure a site and necessary funding to build a Senior Wellness Center 

in Ward 2 

• Increase the number of senior-friendly public amenities, including sidewalk 

seating, quality lighting and public restrooms 

o Dedicate adequate funding for sidewalk maintenance and repairs 

o Prioritize sidewalks for pedestrians use (No Scooters) 

o Work with DDOT to ensure that signal timing allows for safe 

pedestrian crossing.   

 

11. What priority issues inspired your candidacy for political office? 

I believe that housing affordability/combating homelessness, small business 

retention/job creation, and constituent services are the top issues facing Ward 2.  

I am running because I have been working on these issues in Ward 2 for over 20 

years and I believe that I can be even more effective in addressing these issues as 

the next Ward 2 Councilmember. 

 


